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U.S. Senate Committee, Veterans' Afrairs
Testimony of Major (Ret) Mark A. Smith

I am Mark A. Smith and I swear and afflrm the followrng

I have served in the United States Army simce" approxrmately

1963 in the military grades of Private,

_eventually as an Officer. I received my‘offieer'S'Commissidn-on.l{

the battlefield by then General Westmoreland in 1968 and
thereafter commanded two United States Army Infantry Companles,'
advised Vietnamese airborne and ranger battallons and served rn'r;
1972 as the ground Commander at Loc Ninh, Republlc of Vletnam B
when it was overrun by multi dlvrsron force of lnfantry and

tanks. I served as a Prisoner of War and was held in Cambodla

until my release in 1973 as
authorized to wear the Distinguished Servrce Cross, the Sllver

Star, nine awards of the Bronze Star, four awards of the Purple

Heart and other decoratlons.

Approximately in April 1984 while ass1gned to the Specral

Forces Detachment-Korea there was an occa51on when I was. requrred

to turn over certain information to an Army Major General.

information was

commander I had been given a mission to gather 1ntellrgence on

PATA because of their tles to _D/%”'ﬁ .
and on DATA and any other : r.lfly,.. e

. “7,f"}$3¢yh=~
Dorm . D AT I In IRt

approximately July 1981 the subject of Amerlcan POW' S flrst came

-

e

o \. .

part of Operatron "Homecomlng , I am o

ThJ.S ..

generated bhecause back in 1981 as the detachment o

Sergeant.F;rst.Classrlandj:f[”



’ . . v
1

up when I was approached by~ ~ DpTA ' '; | " who was ?.,.m :
concerned about LT COL "Bo" Gritz. He saidlthat 'Gritz‘S' h

information supported or conroborated lnformatlon that’ hrs own -

intelligence had obtained. N

I was introduced to this DATN by a man who hlmself

was a 0 prisoner of war for many years. T was lntroduced as. an
American POW and that is the contextual settlng that we talked. ]
These officers assumed that since Bo Gritz was 1n the country at ';'t
the same time this conversation was taking place that 'I. was. some

..\

how involved with the support and the POW rescue operatfbn;. At
the time that was not a correct assumptlon. i | .f' - Th:;hlgéjfh'
I 1n1t1ally told this offlcer that I dld not belleve that
there-were any living Americans in SOutheast Asia and he brought
in his staff ¢ad the senior intelligence offacer gave me a'. -
complete briefing on suspected and known locatlons of - Unlted
States prisoners of war. The suspected and.FBOWn,locat;ons;os,ff@;
POWs as reported to me were all in Laos. I leaf@éathatdﬁhéﬂﬁilx,i.
information had been developed through d@mjﬂ yhf;f;t;,gh;gfr
the certainty of identification such as photographs and flnger
prints and similar evidentiary matters. Thls flrst meetlng 1n y.h

July 1981 where these conversations took place was at_7A1wq

After the briefing which I received I dec1ded that there probably

. was some truth to the reports that there were 11v1ng Amer1cans<ru¢‘£=-

Southeast Asia. I was asked if I had a channel of communlcatlon 2

which would bypass US Embassy Bangkok, CINCPAC and JCRC back to

L]
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-~ .
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Washlngton, D.C. to inform Washington, D. C that they dld have

information that they would provide to me as long as they could

"‘..

be guaranteed that their sources would not be compromlsed.ﬂ, :Z?i:
I returned to my home station in Korea at- Seoul and nent to ru

the military intelligence contact from DIA wmth whom SFD«K worked

and drafted a message to DIA headquarters and to INSCOM I saw

this message and the message read that as long as the sources

were not compromised these officers would prov1de lnformatlon on

locations and ID's of United States Prlsoners of War in Laos.-:ﬂ

-f".'.:':. . .
. -,"-\_

Five days later I was told that the sources would be closely R

guarded and no one in US Embassy Bangkok would be told of their f;'
identities. Thls message was sent within DIA channels 1n
approximately August 1981. For approx1mately the next year and a'
half I went to Thailand every 60 to 90 days and got 1nformat10n

.I .

from these sources and others. After belng debrlefed 1n August
1981 I-operated under the general 1nstructlons from (DIA),to.seek . ‘

additional information about prisoners of war and MIAs..ﬁ

After that time and until approximately Aprll 1984 I, as the

once every two to three months and established an agent net among

Laos, free Vietnamese and DJARL . The purpose

of which was to establish whether there were ln fact . 11ve ;Hf:

Americans in Southeast Asia who may be held'agalnst thelr'wrllu”"zp-

e A

. Efforts were made to come up with definite locations and'towu*,:'

!

conduct combined training of Ipﬁﬁtf R .~" w1th

SFD-K. All of this was reported and sanctloned by the

-3- . . T
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representatlves of the United States. Thesefrepresentativesfwefeﬁnf'

DIA operatives in Korea. These DIA representatives vere 'e"”f'

receiving their lnstructlons from INSCOM located at Fort.Meadejyﬁfl'

Maryland on three different occasions I brlefed a'man whose fpff;
title was either a LT COL or GS-15 who was the head of the

organization SFD-K was gathering 1nformat10n for. In 1984 there

was a major compromise of one Laos agent who was reported to hayetf'

been shot by the Vietnamese and compromlsed my contact thh
pdall , I talked to an 1nd1v1dual in the Unlted

States Embassy in Seoul to try and set up another channel whlch
would allow me to -bypass Amerlcan Mllltary Intelllgence channels‘
because of the constant compromlses. I provxded all. the : |
information that I had by that time to the Chlef of the Research
unit United States Embassy Seoul | B
From approximately 1981 through 1984, I and others knoun to
me continued to develop intelligence lnformatlon.- Among" the i
intelligence information gathered was lnformatlon relatlng to the
location and identification of living Amerlcans in Southeast Asla t
and or MIAs. This information was developed. by talklng.wrtnyfflih
agents in Yh1Pe , the Laos reslstance, the‘Pathet,iaoaif

the free Vietnamese, gun smugglers, gold snugglers, dfugf~j'.“”

smugglers and any one who could prov1de 1nformatlon | By'ﬁﬁéh’fw -

early part of 1982 I, and others, were, conV1nced that there were _u%f

.American prisoners of war which were belng held against thelr

will. I came to this conclusion by cross checklng the reports of
approximately 50 different agents, the ma]orlty'of whom “had no,‘

-4~ C =

\. '
i

- subject entitled "possible Amerlcan/Allled POWs in Southeast A51a

d
1

g
¢

knowledge‘of each other and corroborated the lnformatlon by;cross;fi‘
matching. I had personal contacts with agents who conflrmed thatﬁf
there were'POWs. In Apr1171984 in conjunctlon w1th preparlng a .
briefing paper for a certain U.S. Army Major General I recelved |
bm«a f_ that there wereinj.
three American prisoners of war available to be taken out of Laos“"
in May 1984. When this information was passed to this Army Majorf'
General and to the 501st MI group and to CcIla statloned in Seoul
Korea all SEFD-K operations to Thailand or to Southeast A51a were
declared unauthorized and terminated. Prlor to thls tlme SFD;k
operations had been going on for 3% years., The conclusxon Wthh' '
I_reached about the 51gn1f1cance of this change in the method of
operations is that the productlon of 1ntelllgence on Amerlcan |
prisoners of war was determined by some agency of the US ' L
government to be unacceptable. I was told that 1t was: no longer -
SFD-K's ]ob to develop or have any further part1c1patlon 1n the
POW/MIA issue. I was told that if I wanted to be a LT COL 1n the
Army that I should forget about the POW/MIA 1nformatlon whlch had .
been reported to intelligence channels for- the past three years.zll
I was told that in no uncertain terms that{I,should forget'the‘1
matter. This conversation between this general and I took place .
in Seoul, Korea in the general's offlce approxxmately two weeks
after I gave this American general the brleflng folder W1th the e

lw*

- dated 10 April, 1984.°

.-
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on or about 14 April 1984 the briefing package relating to
the question of POWs in Southeast Asia was prepared by’ myself and
personally delivered to thié American general in his office in .it
Seoul, Korea. After reading the two cover letters thre general".‘
turned white, handed the briefing back to me and said™ " this is too."
hot for me to handle big guy " I told him at that time 1if. you as
a Major General can't nandle this what am I suppose to do w1th ‘
jt. I was told that if I was smart, what 1 would do was to put f;
the briefing through a shredder and forget the entire lSSUe--;E:;ii‘
demanded authorization to go to Washlngton, D.C. and see anotheft%t”
General in the office of the Deputy Chief of Staff for S
Operations, United States Army I was given a direct order not ﬂi,,
to have any more contact with that officer in Washington, D C B

From the summer of 1983 unt11 April 1984 LT COL Robert _
Howard was assigned as the chief combat support coordination team .
for special warfare command in Korea. On or about December 1983
I, SFC McIntire and LTC Howard were. performing a joint training
mission with the Thai military in Thailand. Prior to thls on - -
approximately 8 different occasions srmilar”training had bee ﬁffff_
participated in by us. On this particular occa51on the purpose::

of the training was officially was to conduct high altitude—high

opening parachute infiltration of an aggressor base followed by :

an airfield assault by a MACSOLL aircraft If this mrssxon had ;;;g
.been flown along the intended route and the 1nd1vrduals had fﬁé%"d#%=r
actually exited the aircraft with the prevailing winds a landing

would have occurred approximately 20 mlles inside the~Laos,.f"gf:

s : ' T
b t

-
[ - . . ' N
N .

porder. However, We cancelled the mission. Thai ‘troops who weremf"
participating in the exercxse had been issued a full combat loadfll
of ammunition, rations and had every appearance of gomng into-an:.{;ﬁ
unfriendly area. The significance of this operation in Decemberti}./
1983 was that all factors clearly indicated that some onej somenifif;
where had given a "green light" for an exercise into Laos, that,:"'
the Thai military who were along were prepared for just that,f_*ff‘”
that the U.S. Air Force had received some-inatructions from some;'.
where to fly @ certain flight path and the aircraft which.was —;7i;"
provided was @ stealth type aircraft clearly. 1ntended to T-;'t~ih,£
facilitate the infiltration into Laos in a clandestine manner -
without informing either myself, SFC McIntire or LIC Howard.'.f;;l"ﬂ

When the air CIrev was questioned by me as to why they changed the o

| flight plan 1 was told they had received a new flight plan from 31:ﬁ

the command center at clark Air Force Base representing 13th Air
Force. o o
In approximately September 1984, 1 was reassrgned to thewStn;e.
Special Forces Group, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. Spec1flca11y I
was assigned to the command Training detachment. Thre mcek.fy””"“
after my arrival I received my mandatory retirement orders given
me a retirement of 1 February 1985. LIC Howard was also, ,_..7-"
transferred from Korea. ' : f o

subscribed and sworn this __ day of'January; 1986.: }pwf4“';$*#§¢=r

Magk A. Smith

. - P o

Witness:
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U.S. Senate Committee, Vveterans' Affairs R
Testimony of Scott T. Barnes - T e ,

-

-
- -

. = occasion that I would agree to introduce him to General Véng Pao
I am SCOTT T. BARNES and hereby swear and affirm under e e
1ty of jur o | ‘ who was known to me to be the Major General for the CIA-Laotian .
penalty of perjury: ‘ | T
Forces who was then living in California. It was apparent to me'

I currently am a citizen and resident of the State °f".ﬂftﬂ- o
| e at the time that the reason LTC Gritz contacted me was because I ..

Ccalifornia. I am married and have three children. I am
was able to -nduce him to General Vang Pao.

currently employed as a college teacher and have been employed 1n )
' My . relationship with General Vang Pao by this time,had been

that capacity for approximately four months. I have a dat&-0f
a close acquaintance. Shortly after this phone call from thls

birth of 19 June 1954 and have completed hlgh school and flve d;m
| man who identified himself as LTC Gritz I received a package

years of college. I have been honorably discharged from the 1d' -
o which was personally delivered to me in Hawaii. COL Gritz had'-‘

United States Army.
referenced this package in the ‘phone call which I received from |

I have experience in general law enforcement activities~w1thj _
him earlier. The package arrived by a persbnal courier and - "/

particular emphasis in the area of intelligence and organlzed
' contained intelligence documents pertaining to living American: . .

crime investigations over the approximate ‘period of time -
’ prisoners of War in Laos, biographical sketches on LTC Grltz

beginning June 1975 through approx1mate1y January 1981. butihé .
) explaining who he was as well as a defense intelllgence lettervg{'t

that period of time I was employed by prlvate police departments
from General Aaron addressed to LIC James G. Gritz. The

and worked for special law enforcement details. In approxxmately ,
: correspondence from General Aaron to LTC Gritz is attached as

April 1981 while I was in Hawaii I was contacted by HugheS"
Exhibit A attached hereto. By this time it was my understandxng

Aircraft on behalf of a man identified to me as Bo Grltz..
after having these conversations with LTC Gritz, that L.was being

[y Ve

EENRLE requested to accept his offer of employment to travel to Thailand e
,nwyh> e

Shortly after this I was contacted by a man who 1dent1f1ed

himself to me as LIC Bo Gritz. This 1n1t1al contact was by
to make preliminary arrangements to conduct an operation Whicneauu;hs-

telephone while I was still in Hawaii. I told LIC Gritz on tth
: had as its purpose the identification and extractlon of llVlng

American Prisoners of War in Southeast Asia and in partlcular

W

Laos. After these initial contacts with LTC Gritz I attempted to -

24

establish whether Or not this was a sanctioned actlvlty by theﬁtﬁ
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United States Government. In order to learn this I spoke;with

cials of the pefense Intelligence Agency by telephone

two offi
1 identified myself to them

petween Hawaii and washington, D.C.

s the stated purpose of LIC Gritz's operation. These

o me that COL Gritz's operation was "a

as well a

two individuals confirmed t

chartered activity". - —

I was instructed by LTC Gritz to deliver a package t6 - .,

ﬁ/“ /=7 the Commander of the Joint Casualty Resolution Center

(JCRC) in Bangkok, Thailand. The legitimacy of the Gritz's

operation was also confirmed by two other activity duty full
colonels who were at that time were assigned in Washington D.C. 7
1 contacted these people in Washingt

ency was that 1 had been

The reason that on, D.C. and

within the Defense Intelligence Ag

o by LIC Gritz in order to allow me to confirm

requested to do s

I agreed to participate in this operation with LIC Gritz

because of the interesting aspect of the exercise and because I
was being offered a considerable amount of money to go _along. In
981 I left from Hawail and went to Bangkok, Thailand. e

June of 1

previous instructions led me to a contact agent and I eventually i

made it to the United States Embassy in Bangkok. I spoke there

with United States Embassy officials who confirmed to me that

At the instructions of LTC Gritz

they were expecting to see me.

I deliver

United States Embassy in

with the

Page 4
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r of the JCRC in the

ed his package to the Commande

Bangkok. On this initial meeting I met

Commander JCRC and other United States Government

Intelligence officials. All of these indiViduals 1dentified

some were active duty Unit

me were intelligence employegs of the

themselves to me. ed States Army '*;?L.

Military {ntelligence and sO
It was obvious by the man

ys Embassy in Bangkok. ner of out - .

conversations and their discussions with me that they expeoted my
arrival as well as the package from LIC Gritz. During this ”L“{f:j

initial meeting which lasted approximately 2. to. 3 hours I learned
that it had been confirmed that there were - liVing Anerican ji{ﬁlv
prisoners of War in Southeast Asia. Four specrfic files were -

I was told that “these are ‘the people we, are

mmander of JCRC. I was

jdentified to me and

concerned with on this mission" by the Co

4

also toild that ev
¢ Robert Garwood at this meeting

f any of the names which were

informed that the -

ery effort was to be made to discredit a man

named PF rior to this occasxon s

I had never met oOr heard o

jdentified. Also at this first meeting. I was.

purpose of the Gritz's operation was to send in a ground S v
reconnaissance team to confirm the ex1stence of at 1east two 'ﬂeaurh>~

Cauca51ans in Laos and I Jearned that the ‘Gritz's operation was

responsible for the ground reconnaissance confirmation, a
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e

1 was then given instructions by the commander of the JCRC ﬂ;ﬂ}~
to travel south of Aranyapratheet, Thailand w1th an agent who 5
would take me to a Khmer Rouge Camp in order to delrver anothertﬁ?ﬂ
package there in Cambodia for the Commander of JCRC it was’ myj;,'ﬁ'

understanding at the time that this was an on golng part of thebyﬁf

. ‘ .
.

Bo Gritz operation. At this time I was belng prlmarlly qged ag’ a ;f-

courier and I believe now that it was belng done to test m{ 7j;?4;-
reliability. I was also instructed that Task Force 80 would o
arrange to let me through into Cambodia W1th my contact agent. ,I;;i;
did as I was instructed and traveled with thls contact agent lnto -
Cambodla and into a Khmer Rouge Camp. I was'there for | .'ffﬁ@)
approximately three, hours and while I was there I saw Amerlcan,ﬂu;;t ‘
made weapons such as light anti-tank weapons, automatlc weapona'zm‘
and others. This was the first and last tlme I had been in f'];“”iv
cambodia. I delivered a package to the Khmer Rouge Camp and“I.
returned back to the United States Embassy Bangkok and JCRC where

I was debriefed and again discussed what'had transplred thh the 7'.h

same individual mentioned above.

- !

K4

Following this I traveled back to the Unlted States'to r5 if‘ .;“’

L

california and there met with LTC Grltz, personally, for the o T
€l L~

first time.  He identified himself to me, requested me. to
introduce him to General Vang Pao. Followxng thls I recelved. :

monetary compensation from LTC Gritz and he showed me a’ great

. LAd

deal more money in his home in Westchesterf Californla. He agaln '

Page 6
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asked to me introduce him to General Vang Pao and lntroduced me

to other members of his team. I was 1ntroduced as the only man Tif
among the team who had any contact with General Vang Pao. ' |
Eventually I did as requested and did 1ntroduce hlm to General
Vvang Pao. This happened in california at whlch tlme General Vang
pao expressed concern that LTC Gritz was headxng an offrgial L
United States Government nission which caused hrm~concern‘because
previous information had been’ given by General Vang Pao to the i
United States covernment and it had not been utlllzed iiwﬁf4'
consequently in order to convince General Vvang Pao that thls .
was not an official mission by the United States Government a fffv/f
meeting was set up. with an aide to Congressman Robert Dornan,'alfaﬁ
United States Congressman, in his offices 1n Los Angeles. 2
General Vang Pao was assured by LTC Gritz that hls operation was
1v funded and not an official operatlon of the Unlted ;
States Government. These discussions to. conv1nce General Vang
pao that this was a private operation took place on or about. the
26th of August 1981 as evidenced by EXhlblt B. attached.hereto f?{.4

Py

which is a sign-in ledger from Congressman Dornan s office
evidencing that this meeting took place between LTC Grltz and.w,x;;
General Vang Pao on this particular date. Eventually the i
operation was continued because it had recexved the b1e551ng of

General Vang Pao who was convinced that thlS lS not an off1c1a1
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exercise of the United State Government.

other members of this team traveled to Bangkok carrylng a

considerable amount of military equipment Wthh 1ncluded Hughes

Aircraft and L

recording d es, high powered binoculars, and cryptographlc

equipnent.

with me were under the command of LTC Grltz. No one-was in'-

uniform and when we arrlved on Flight #1, Pan ‘American Alrllnes,

we were quickly escorted through customs dlrectly to the hotels

where we stayed preliminarily in Bangkok. We were met by

representatives from the United States Embassy one of whom was

escorted by twn armed United States Marlne Guards. Attached at

'I'along3with three ISR

jtton Industries radio equlpment, camera equlpment,;.

The other three members of this team.who trageled‘u{jﬂ-‘:

Exhibit C to my affidavit are business cards whlch we utlllzed asd-

a co

ver during this operation to establlsh the fact that we were,f

in fact a private mission rather than one: from the Unlted States QI

Government.

copy of my United States passport and vmsa ShOWlng entry and

departure tc Bangkok on or about 15 June 1981 and 25 June 1981

respectively.

Cambodia via Thailand. At Exhibit E is a copy of my Unlted

States passport and visa entry showing my second trlp to Thalland

on or about 21 October 1981 and departure on or about 3 November'

-

1981.

- ‘ 1,

Also attached at Exhibit D to thls affldavrt ls one'}

This was the period of tlme that I entered 1nt0'-g”n

I‘
/

[y

S

</s mk!='.=r

military escort.

‘ T crossed into La

Page 8

1

whose name is known to me that we were to 1mmed1ately to depart

to the northeast quadrant of Thailand. Prlor to arr1v1ng at

vdorn and while in Bangkok I was shown weapons Wthh vere to be -

used by the G:i.tz's ground reconnaissance team._

of AR 180 automatic weapons with teflon ammunltlon.ﬂ We wgref

£lown to Udorn Airbase on Thai Alrways and met there with a Thar

We then traveled to NKP, Tharland | Eventually

we made contact wi

We were then instructed by a United States Embassy Official'"

‘These consxsted

b,

th agents identified to us as representat1Ves if;]

of General Vang Pao who at the time were 1nd1genous guerrlllas.b,iV'

os with another Amerlcan who 1dent1f1ed hlmself

as Mike J. Baldwin and approximately 30 1nd1genous 1nd1v1dua15.e‘jr

The purpose of this operation was accordlng to my understandlnq

to confirm or deny the previous 1nte111gence reports of the exact

location of living American POWS in Laos. To the best of my

recollection we traveled approximately 27 kllometers east 1nto }jfj

Laos into the Mahaksi region. We eventually arrlved at a

triangular shaped prison camp on approxlmately the 21st of
October of 1981.
were able to look down at an angle to the-area of the prlson

camp. We remained at this location for approx1mate1y 15 to 30

From the elevatlon'of where we were 1ocated we .“f

«Veom

BRI LY Ty g

minutes and while there observed peasants, guards in towers and ’

two men who were clearly Caucasian.

These,men were observeg?by,. -

myself through the photographic and telephotoilenses which wefff{ﬂ
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were using at the time. The men where whlte sklnned, wearlng

shirts and trousers and because of their srze and skin color were‘;'
clearly Caucasian. The approximate dlstance whlch we were from .i.
these individuals was 600 feet but I emphasxze that this is. an R
approximatic: only. At this same time approx1mately 400
rapid-exposure photographs were taken in'order to confr;m theffe;:
existence of these Caucasian. Once the confirmation was,made}ﬁefﬂ'
immediately left thls location and returned to Thalland Ei' |
returned to NKP, Thailand and the other Amerlcan who was wrth meéf

(identified above) returned to Thalland through a dlfferent

route. Upon my arrival back to Tharland at NKP I was met by the}

“'\ .

other three members of COL Gritz's team. By that time LTC Grltaf;
had been fired from his position as commander of this operatlon 7
for reasons unknown to me at the time. However, when I arrlved :
at NKP I was met by these other three members of hlS team thatr;{j'
traveled to Thailand with and I was then 1nformed that we: had
received a communication from the Unlted States Embassy and

another communication came over the DOE telex that if the

e Voar

presence of Caucasian was confirmed at this locatlon that- the

"merchandise was to be liquidated". The support operatlons thﬂhwt;>
had been previously arranged to make an ‘extraction had been,:f*
cancelled without explanation. I confirmed to -the other threejlﬁf

members of the team that I was with that I saw the two

Caucasians. I refused to participate in thlS operatlon further, |

pPage 10
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! —

mailed the photographs which I took back to the Unlted StateS ﬁ?z“'

a predesignated address. I immediately returned ‘back to the

United States. | i
After I left NKP and returned to the Unlted States I have’ nof.

personal kr »dge concerning whether the mlSSlon was contlnued ':,

L e T e,

and completed. “ o w

This __ day of January, 1986. A ' ;;fi..:'

SCOTT BARNES =

Witnesses:

T
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